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BLESS THIS HOUSE

Built to Last!

Traditions run deep at Bay Cliff, not the
least of which is the one that comes at the
end of camp. The summer camp season
concludes with the song “Bless this
House.” Fittingly, the song is sung in the
Big House where staff have gathered for
the final banquet ceremony. The Big
House has been “home” to campers &
staff since the 1930’s. Bay Cliff celebrates
its 8oth anniversary this year, but the
Big House has been around longer. It
turns 100!

“Bless these walls so firm & stout...” The
history of the Big House coincides with the
time when lumber was king in the U.P. As
new mill manager, Jay Brunswick Deutsch,
looked for a site to build his home, he chose a spot on the
cliff overlooking the Big Bay of Lake Superior. The sandstone
cliff was quarried for the foundation, and the cornerstone
was laid in 1913. The 12,000 sq ft three-story house with 16
rooms and screen porches on three sides became home and
farmhouse for the dairy farm that followed. Deutsch named
the estate Baycliffs, but townsfolk often referred to the farm-
house as that “big house” on the cliff. The name stuck.

“Bless these windows shining bright...” As the farm days
came to an end and the days of Bay Cliff Health Camp began,
the farmhouse became the kitchen & dining hall for camp.
Tables and benches filled the first-floor, spilling out onto the
screen porches. Half the group ate in the main dining room;
half on the porch. At mid-camp, they switched places.
Bulging at the seams as numbers grew over the years, an
expansion was needed. In 1984, interior walls & windows
were extended out, swallowing the porches in the process.
In 2001, a2 major renovation took place which ensured the
building’s stability, increased the floor plan, and brought a
return of the porches. Now at 18,000 sq ft, the Big House is
truly living up to its name!

The Big House — “Home” for 100 years

“Bless the hearth a-blazing there...” This key renovation also
improved insulation against the weather and upgraded the
electrical & heating systems, allowing the Big House to oper-
ate year-round. The fireplace, built by Deutsch with native
field stones, is a place of relaxation and retreat during fall &
winter programs. There’s nothing like a warm cracklin’ fire
to entice partakers to sit a spell and share a story or two.

“Bless the folk who dwell within...” In its 100 year history,
thousands of people have experienced the feeling of home
in the Big House. From sunrise to sunset, it is filled with
campers & staff, guest groups & visitors - sharing sustenance
and sharing lives. Regardless of changes, alumni still recog-
nize the Big House as the heart of camp. They smile as they
breathe in that familiar Big House scent they always remem-
ber. The clanging dinner bell, the children’s laughter, and
voices joined in song meld the past to the present. Built on
a foundation of more than just stone, the Big House stands
ready to welcome folks through its door for another hun-
dred years!

“Bless this door, that it may prove ... Ever open to joy and love.”
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Elba Morse, Superintendent, Northiern Michigan Children’s Clinic

It was in 1933 that Bay Cliff was founded by Dr. Goldie
Corneliuson and Elba Morse. The country was in the grip of
the “Great Depression” and everything was scarce; jobs, food
and especially money!

To start a camp in those difficult times was a daunting chal-
lenge. Much of the organization and fundraising fell on Elba’s
shoulders. She was up to the task! Elba secured contributions
of $1,500 from the Children’s Fund of Michigan and 43,500
from the Rackham Fund. She traveled across the Upper
Peninsula seeking donations of furniture, beds, blankets,
clothing and an unending list of supplies for the summer. She
recruited volunteer nurses and teachers to be the counselors
for the children. Her message was always: “It’s for the chil-
dren, you know”... and the community responded.

In 1034, the gate was opened and 107 malnourished children
attended the first summer camp. The children collectively
gained 562 pounds and the camp was a success. Bay Cliff has
been providing life changing experiences for children
ever since,

RAISING THE FUNDS— “1

HEN AND NOW”

Raising the funds needed to operate the camp has always been
a challenge. In 1958, Bay Cliff was 10,000 in debt and the
Executive Committee considered closing camp. Elba Morse
convinced the Committee to try one more year and trust that
“God would provide”. Then, along came the movie Anatomy
of a Murder, which was filmed in Marquette and Big Bay.
Willard Cohodas, a member of the Executive Committee,
arranged for the World Premiere of the film to be shown at
the Nordic and Butler theaters in Marquette and Ishpeming,
This spectacular fundraising event was a huge success and the
Committee was awarded a check for $10,000. Bay Cliff
was safe!

Today, Bay Cliff’s budget of $1,080,000, is funded almost entire-
ly by the generosity of individuals, organizations and business-
es. It is still a challenge, but service clubs, fraternal organiza-
tions and people from all walks of life help. Just as in the “early
days”, volunteers are recruited and many of the needed sup-
plies are donated. Bay Cliff continues to be good stewards
with over 86% of financial resources going to serve the chil-
dren. Remember, “It’s for the children, you know!” Thank
you for your generosity.

1034 Camp Budget

Food (10¢ per meal) $2,134.60
Supplies $359.37
Laundry $295.17
Telephone $9.48
Postage $2.00
Salaries ($30.00 for the summer @ 2.6¢ per hour) $959.25
Total $4,781.17

Sustained by a Generous Community

Anatomy of Kindness — John Voelker and Bay Cliff Campers at the World Premier of Anatomy of a Murder.




Remember Bay Cliff
in Your Will

A gift through your will is one of the most meaningful
legacies you can provide for your family and to Bay
Cliff. Your will allows you to provide for your loved
ones after your death, and is also an opportunity to
make a wonderful difference for the children to pursue
their hopes and dreams for the future. Your gift to Bay
Cliff may be expressed in these words:

I give and bequeath the sum of $ (or
% of my estate) to Bay Cliff Health Camp for its
most important priorities.

If you would like to learn more about will and bequest
opportunities, or if you would like to meet with a Bay
Cliff representative, please contact Bay Cliff Health
Camp at (906) 345-0314 or baycliff@baycliff.org.

Alums to Celebrate

The 8oth!

Calling all alums! Special occasions call for special cele-
brations! In honor of Bay Cliff’s 8oth year of serving
children with physical disabilities, all who have been a
part of the Bay Cliff family as staff are invited to attend
a special Staff Alumni Day at camp on Saturday, July
6th. It will be an opportunity to reminisce with friends,
see the children enjoying camp activities, tour the facili-
ty and Big Bay area, enjoy a picnic in the Orchard, and
sing those favorite camp songs again - just like old
times! Watch our website (www.baycliff.org) and fol-
low us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/baycliff) for
more details as summer draws near. Spread the word!
Bay Cliff will shine!

UPCOMING
SPECIAL EVENTS

Bay Cliff Staff Alumni Day
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Bay Cliff Open

Marquette Golf & Country Club
Wells Fargo Advisors

Harley Davidson Bike Show & Raffle
American Legion Hall, Little Lake
Harley Owners Group (HOG)

July 06, 2013

July 11, 2013

July 20, 2013

Upcoming 2013
Camp Programs

May 15-17 Camp REACT
Children with Autism
U.P. School Districts
May 17-19 Down Syndrome Family Camp
U.P. Down Syndrome Association
June 15 Children’s Summer Session
Seven Week Therapy Program
Bay Cliff Health Camp
July 13 Camp “Open House”
Bay Cliff Health Camp
August 9-11 Camp STAR

August 11-17

August 12-17

August 16-24

September 5-8

September 9-14
September 27-29
October 26-27

October TBA

Children Grieving a Loss
U.P. Children’s Bereavement Network

Camp YesICan
Children with Limb Loss
The Filippis Foundation

U.P. Sports Training Camp
Children with Cognitive Disabilities
Marquette Alger R.E.S.A

Camp Independence
Adults with Physical Disabilities
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Adaptive Paddling Workshop
Instructor Training (ACA)
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Wellness Retreat for Polio Survivors
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Hemophilia U.P. Family Camp

MSU Center for Bleeding ¢ Clotting Disorders
Spina Bifida Family Camp

Bay Cliff Health Camp

Pediatric Therapy Workshop
Bay Cliff Health Camp

Proceeds to
Bay CIiff Health Camp

Purchase your $5 tickets online at bayeliff.org

Bay Cliff Health Camp

P.O. Box 310, Big Bay, MI 49808 « (900) 345-0314 « baycliff@baycliff.org « www.baycliff.org « www.facebook.com/baycliff

Publication costs generously sponsored by an anonymous donor.
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