
Partnerships...

Bay Cliff News
Fulfilling the Dream Year Round
When someone mentions Bay Cliff,
you think of “summer” and “children
with physical disabilities,” right? While
that is definitely true, Bay Cliff is
becoming so much more than that.
Because of its renovation and winteri-
zation projects, Bay Cliff has been able
to expand its own programs and devel-
op partnerships with other groups that
have a similar mission.

Last year 34 programs were held at the
health camp, 11 of which were new.
Bay Cliff sponsored Snow Days in
March and attracted 24 children with
physical disabilities. Snow Days is a
winter program providing exciting
outdoor activities for children, like ice
fishing and dog sledding. Bay Cliff also
pioneered a Post Polio Wellness
Retreat, the first such retreat of its
kind in the country. This week-long educational program for
polio survivors and their caregivers was a life-changing expe-
rience for participants.

In addition to enlarging the scope of programs that it plans and
sponsors, Bay Cliff is also opening up its facility to other groups
that have a similar mission and focus, that of health and well-
ness, youth development, education, service or disabilities.

Camp Director Tim Bennett emphasizes that the spirit of Bay
Cliff has not changed: “We’re mission-driven, and the organ-
izations we’ll be working with are non-profits that work with
children and adults who have challenges in life.” 

For example, Bay Cliff has teamed up with the Filippis
Foundation and the Wright and Filippis prosthetic depart-
ment, AmpuTeam, to provide Camp YESICAN. This program
gives children with prosthetic limbs the opportunity to learn
to use them in camp activities, like hiking and kayaking. Lynn
Vanwelsenaers of Wright and Filippis is grateful that her
agency and Bay Cliff work together so well.

“I feel that the partnership that we have formed with Bay
Cliff to provide this experience for amputees is mutually ben-
eficial. I know that without this opportunity that Bay Cliff has
provided by opening up to others with a similar mission, we
would have had a very difficult time providing this service,”
Vanwelsenaers explains.

Another program Bay Cliff partners with is the Area 36 Special
Olympics Summer Sports Training Camp. Children from 8 to
18 years old with cognitive, physical or emotional disabilities
are able to increase their skill levels in sports like basketball,
track and field and bocce ball, while participating in tradition-
al camping activities, such as canoeing and scavenger hunts.

Mick Campbell, the assistant area director for Special
Olympics, feels the training camp is a good fit for Bay Cliff. “It’s
consistent with their heritage and venue, being one that serves
children and families in non-traditional ways,” Campbell notes.
“Our athletes have traditionally not been able to be included
in an away-from-home camping experience.” 
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