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Partnerships...

Fulfilling the Dream Year Round

When someone mentions Bay Cliff,
you think of “summer” and “children
with physical disabilities,” right? While
that is definitely true, Bay Cliff is
becoming so much more than that.
Because of its renovation and winteri-
zation projects, Bay Cliff has been able
to expand its own programs and devel-
op partnerships with other groups that
have a similar mission.

Last year 34 programs were held at the
health camp, 11 of which were new,
Bay Cliff sponsored Snow Days in
March and attracted 24 children with
physical disabilities. Snow Days is a
winter program providing exciting
outdoor activities for children, like ice
fishing and dog sledding. Bay Cliff also
pioneered a Post Polio Wellness
Retreat, the first such retreat of its
kind in the country. This week-long educational program for
polio survivors and their caregivers was a life-changing expe-
rience for participants.

In addition to enlarging the scope of programs that it plans and
sponsors, Bay Cliff is also opening up its facility to other groups
that have a similar mission and focus, that of health and well-
ness, youth development, education, service or disabilities.

Camp Director Tim Bennett emphasizes that the spirit of Bay
Cliff has not changed: “We’re mission-driven, and the organ-
izations we’ll be working with are non-profits that work with
children and adults who have challenges in life.”

For example, Bay Cliff has teamed up with the Filippis
Foundation and the Wright and Filippis prosthetic depart-
ment, AmpuTeam, to provide Camp Yeslcan. This program
gives children with prosthetic limbs the opportunity to learn
to use them in camp activities, like hiking and kayaking. Lynn
Vanwelsenaers of Wright and Filippis is grateful that her
agency and Bay Cliff work together so well.

“I feel that the partnership that we have formed with Bay
Cliff to provide this experience for amputees is mutually ben-
eficial. I know that without this opportunity that Bay Cliff has
provided by opening up to others with a similar mission, we
would have had a very difficult time providing this service,”
Vanwelsenaers explains.

Another program Bay Cliff partners with is the Area 36 Special
Olympics Summer Sports Training Camp. Children from 8 to
18 years old with cognitive, physical or emotional disabilities
are able to increase their skill levels in sports like basketball,
track and field and bocce ball, while participating in tradition-
al camping activities, such as canoeing and scavenger hunts.

Mick Campbell, the assistant area director for Special
Olympics, feels the training camp is a good fit for Bay Cliff. “It’s
consistent with their heritage and venue, being one that serves
children and families in non-traditional ways,” Campbell notes.
“Our athletes have traditionally not been able to be included
in an away-from-home camping experience.”

Continued on the back page
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Construction Update

Barn Complex and Clothing Center Underway

The winter has not slowed facility renovations at Bay Cliff! A
major gift from Tony and Kathy Ross, through the Michael
Ross Memorial Foundation, has enabled Bay Cliff to break
ground on two important projects.

The Ross gift, of over $1.1 million dollars, is sponsoring the
complete renovation of the Camp Barn Complex into the .
Program Center of camp. When completed, the 10,000 sq. ft. V..
complex will house the Teen Center, Staff Lounge, Program “’{

TR

Department and Costume Room, The Teen Center barn will
include an astronomy center and radio broadcast facility,
which will be operated by the teen campers.

The Ross gift has allowed Bay Cliff to begin construction on
the new Laundry and Clothing Center, a project also sup-
ported by the General Federated Women’s Clubs of
Michigan. The 5,000 sq. ft. barn structure will include the
Camp Laundry, Staff Laundry, and the Linen Room, which
stores all the clothing the children wear during the summer.
The barn will have a loft to store special clothing for events
such as the Bay Cliff Prom and the Fourth of July Parade.

Both the Barn Complex and Laundry/Clothing Center proj-
ects are scheduled to be completed by June of 2007—Just in
time for the children!

What Bay Cliff Means to Me Camper Caitlin Fowler making a

by Caitlin Fowler Bay Cliff Snow Angel.

Bay Cliff is a very special place for me. I've been com-
ing to Bay Cliff every summer since I was 3 years old.
I am now 17. I have cerebral palsy and therapy at Bay
Cliff helped me go from a wheelchair to a walker and
over the years graduate from a walker into crutches.
Now I use a cane and work on walking without my

cane and improving my balance. I'm so happy to be \
reaching my goal and walking without anything. .

My favorite part of Bay Cliff is meeting new people and making new friends. My best friend Andrea and I met here when we
were both 3 and we’ve been friends ever since. At Bay Cliff, I look forward to teen swim every Friday night and hanging out at

the Teen Center every weekday. A really cool part of Bay Cliff is the kayaking program. You have to do a wet exit in the pool
before you can go out on Lake Independence. Bay Cliff has inspired me to try new things.

One of the most important parts of Bay Cliff to me, now that I'm a teen, is that [ can be a role model to younger kids with cere-
bral palsy. Bay Cliff has taught me responsibility, how to be a friend, independence, leadership skills and self-confidence. Bay
Cliff has helped me so much to become the person I am today.




Snow Days 2007

Ol canOt wait to see my friends!O exclaimed McHenna McGe
Watersmeet as she arrived at Bay Cliff on March 23rd for (
Snow Days.O Excitement filled the air as eighteen Bay Cliff
ages 10 to 17 from throughout the Upper Peninsula, reunij
their summer camp friends. OIOm so excited to be here!O
Massaway from St. Ighace.

An all-volunteer staff of experienced OBay CliffersO came ta
make possible a weekend filled with winter experiences. Altho
unseasonably warm temperatures cancelled ice fishing and dog
a little snow was around for a Ofun snowball fight!O as Dakot
from Germfask said. The campers learned about what it take
musher and met Miki and Reba, two very friendly sled dogs.
the sled dogs was my favorite part!O stated Lydia Person of Ra

The activity schedule included time for arts and crafts, a tale
games and a hayride to church. Of cou

Bay Cliff event would not be complete w
out a campfire, songs and sOmores! krvrrer
filed the weekend even more was the laughter and smiles of all t
campers and staff as they made great Bay Cliff memories to take &
home with them. OCan we please stay Otil summer?0 asked one can




