
While the weather may 
have brought the rain, the 
Superior Chapter of the 
Harley Owners Group 
brought the thunder.  They 
could be heard from a far 
and with their thunder  
came a great excitement 
and anticipation from 
campers and staff alike.   

 Rain could not 
keep the campers and staff  
from waiting in front of 
Unit V and on the screen 
porch to watch as the  
HOGS made their ride 
around camp.  After they 
parked their motorcycles in 
the orchard, the campers 
eagerly jaunted over to see 
their good friends again.    
Neither the HOGS nor the 
campers let a little rain 
ruin their fun; however it 
did send the chicken BBQ 
inside to the Big House.  
Everyone was treated with 
Mr. Timõs famous super-  
secret-recipe BBQ chicken!    

Special  Thanks To The HOGS!  
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Camp Directorôs Message  

Dear Campers and Staff,  

Camp Independence 2011was a 

wonderful success! It was a week of ex-

citement, good weather, friends, family 

and great times.  We are blessed to be 

here together in this special place.  It 

was also a time to remember what is 

truly important in life.  The friendships 

we made here last forever.   

We will never forget Jim, Pam, 

and Nicole.  Their spirit will always 

be with us.  Life is precious, live it to 

the fullest and always be there for 

each other.  

God Bless, and may the spirit of 

Bay Cliff be with you always.  

- òMr. Timó (Bennett) Camp Director  

 It was a wonderful meal shared by campers, staff, HOGS, friends, and 
family.   After supper it was time for the real excitement to begin: the 
eagerly anticipated presentation of the check from the proceeds of the 

motorcycle raffle!  This year the HOGS raised an amazing $76,225.60!  
The crowd erupted into thunderous applause that could only be rivaled 
by the thunder of the Harleys rolling into camp!   Thanks, HOGS!    

- Miss Sammy (Leibforth) 

76,225.60 

Seventy-six thousand two hundred twenty-five and 60/100 

Mark your 
Calendar! 

Winter Blast 

will be  

Jan. 19-22 

2012 
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Aaaarrrr!!!! Ye better sit down 
for this!  This here is ye 
Womenõs Director and on be-
half of all of the 27 beauties 
found in the Womenõs Unit, Iõd 
like to spell the week out for 
all our mates.  The 
ladies at camp fancied 
going to all the ac-
tivities that camp 
offered.  We began 
our journey by tast-
ing fine ice cream in 
the òBig Houseó.  
Laughs were heard as 
good mates were 
reunited once again.  
The very next starry 
sky, the ladies 
showed their skills in 
a game or two of 
bingo. Some of the 
braver ones climbed aboard the 
Pontoon and set sail on Lake 
Independence.  With all of the 

hustling and bustling around 
camp, we ladies heard our 
stomachõs a grumbling.  With 
grateful hearts, we ate the fin-
ger lickinõ good BBQ chicken.  
òAaaaarrrr! Thatõs good 

chicken!ó.  Talent was the main 
event on Thursday and several 
of the women stood proud with 

beaming smiles in front of the 
whole Bay Cliff crew.  Twin-
kles were in everyoneõs eyes 
throughout the whole night.  
Costumes were a-brewing on 
Friday amongst the ladies.  

The costume dance was a 
sight to see and memories 
were long lasting.  Voices 
sung in harmony, òItõs a 
wonderful world.ó  To all 
of the ladies in the 
Womenõs Unit, weõre glad 
you sailed to Bay Cliff 
again this year!  We had 
some new campers at 
camp and we all hope you 
sail to us again next year!  
The Bay Cliff Port always 
welcomes you to sink your 
anchor, come ashore, and 
say òHooray for Bay Cliff! 

Aaaarrr!!!ó 

-Miss Malory (Manderfield)  

3 extractions, and 32 fillings.  
Over 100 x-rays were taken!  
Kris Kipka, the clinic coordina-
tor, kept us all on track and or-
ganized.  Every time there was a 
change in the schedule she 
would just smile and say, òThis 
is Bay Cliff ð weõre here to have 
fun!ó  Dr. Cheri and hygienist 
Stephanie returned for their 11th 
year at Camp Independence.  
òItõs such an honor for us to be 
here ð itõs our favorite place and 
time of year with our favorite 

What a year in the dental cottage 
at Camp Independence!  We had 
two returning dental students 
this year from University of 

Detroit Mercy - Joe 
and Nithya.  Joining 
the crew were three 
third-year students - 
Alex, Lauren & Cole. 
With four very busy 
days in the dental 
cottage, we saw 40 
campers and com-
pleted 36 cleanings, 

people,ó Dr. Cheri said.  Thanks 
to all the wonderful campers 
who came in and left with bright 
smiles.  We look forward to 
seeing you next year.  Until then 
é keep brushing! 

- Dr. Cheri (Newman) 

Crafty Crafts 

Smiling Bright in the Dental Cottage  

able pottery wheel. Campers & 
staff learned to turn a pot or a 
cup or vase. The other days the 
campers got creative in making  
baskets, mosaics, original cards, 
beaded necklaces, bracelets and 
fun hairdos.  Thank you all for 
such a wonderful week. 
- Miss Kitty (Hendrick) 

In the crafts class we made 
things we can take home to 
show off.  More importantly, 
we created memories of the 

fun, friendships 
and feelings of 
family that is at the 
heart  of Camp 
Independence.  On 
Monday, guest pot-
ter Al Hanson 
brought his port-

òAaaarrr!!! Hooray for Bay Cliffó (The Womenõs Unit Report) 

Page 2       THE INDEPENDENCE TIMES 

Health Cottage 2011 

What happens when 
nearly 50 campers bring 
all their medications and 

drop them off at the 
Health Cottage? You   

keep four nurses  

VERY busy! 

Pills in the morning, 

Pills at noon, 

Pills in the afternoon, 

Pills at supper, 

And pills at night time. 

Pills to wake you up, 

Pills to make you sleep. 

Pills to help you walk, 

Pills to help you talk. 

Pills to help you eat, 

Pills to help you poop. 

Pills, Pills, Pills 

Bumps and bruises, 

Band Aides and Hugs. 

Tears and Smiles. 

 And Plans to do this next 
year! 

- Nurse Louise ( Wilcox) 



As we steered our ship north, 
we came across an island 
known to the natives 
as the Bayõs Cliff. It 
seemed to be inhab-
ited by peaceful peo-
ple, always willing to 
help. They invited us 
to stay for awhile. I 
decided that my crew 
needed some rest 
from the rough seas, 
so I accepted the fine 
offer. 

The welcome we 
received was filled 
with the telling of 

stories and a 
banquet of 
food that satisfied all of 
the menõs appetites. As 
our stay continued we 
were invited to partici-

pate in the tribeõs rituals and 
gaming events. Bizarre as they 

seemed, they were quite enter-
taining and provided a much 
needed rest for our souls. 

At the middle of our stay, the 

surrounding communities 
came to visit and participate in 

a huge feast. A typhoon 
swept in and drove eve-
ryone into the shelter of 
the gathering hall to 
enjoy the fellowship and 
the food cooked by the 
chief. 

On our last night on the 
island, we were intro-
duced to the dance festi-
val with wild music and 
energetic dancing. 

All in all, our visit to this 
island was wonderful , 
peaceful, and restful. I 
have recorded the coordi-

nates into my logbook so that I 
can schedule a stop the next 
time we are in these waters. 

-Mr. Jarrod (Healy)  

Our ceramics shop has a 
warm and friendly atmos-
phere. There was much 
good-natured kidding and 
fun as we worked on some 
very special creations. Old 
friendships were renewed 
and new friendships were 
made in ceramics at Camp 
Independence. 

Plenty of work goes into those 
ceramic pieces; our campers 

choose items for new family  
babies, special holiday gifts, and 
some just because they like 
them.  This year we had glittery 
snowmen, cute little ducks, 
puppy banks, bears, and drag-
ons... oh my!  

But most of all we had fun, 
laughs, and many memories . 

- Mrs. Sharon (Thornton) 
   
   
                   
   

Notes from the Music Cabin  

Painting in Ceramics 

You donõt have to be a chicken 
to come to the music cabin.  
We played rhythm instru-
ments to march music and 
camp songs.  We also listened 
to classical music and identi-
fied the instruments that we 
heard.  Campers had a chance 
to practice for the talent show.  
The week was spent with 
campers and counselors  shar-
ing their musical talents and 
discovering new ones. And, 

thatõs something to crow about!  
We even hatched a xylophone 
band that could play till the sun 
comes up.  We had lots of fun 
and didnõt lay any eggs.  

- Miss Jean (Marcell) 

                         

  

         Journey to the Island of the Bayõs Cliff 

(a.k.a. Report from The Menõs Unit) 
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Kayaking By The 
Numbers  
 2 Instructors 
 2 Volunteers 
 3 Pool Sessions 
 4Lake Sessions 
 10 Counselors 
 13 Campers 
 Countless Smiles  
 And 1 Kayaking Song! 
 
 Kayaking at Bay Cliff 

Kayaking at Bay Cliff 

Youõll come a Kayaking at Bay Cliff 
with me. 

And their songs maybe heard as they 
paddle on that water clear. 

Youõll come a kayaking at Bay Cliff 
with me! 

(to the tune of Waltzing Matilda) 

 

- Kayak Nancy (Uschold) &  

   Mr. Robert (Thornton) 

The Message is the 
Massage 

It was another exciting year 
in massage at Camp Inde-
pendence.  We worked on 
everything from the jaw to 
the toes, getting out kinks, 
aches, and tension.  But I 
think Angel said it best, ò I 
donõt know what I would 
do without your massage.ó  
Hope to see you next year. 

- Miss Kim  

(Grosvenor) 



Camp Independence is all 
about trying new things, seek-
ing out adventurous activities, 
keeping a positive attitude, and 
surrounding yourself with 
great people!  That is exactly 
what Brian, Aaron, Dominick, 
Nick, and Jerry did when they 
were the first who took on the 
challenge to climb to the top of 
Thomasõ Rock.    The Journey 
to the top was filled with 
laughter, pictures, and a 
shared experience that created 
memories for a life time.  Once 
they made it to what they 
thought was the top, the men 
then bearded 
down, and 
with palms 
sweating and 
teeth clench-
ing, pushed 
their way 
through the 

rocks and boulders to the very 
top.      They were rewarded 
with a beautiful view of Lake 
superior, Lake Independence, 
and the Kewenaw Peninsula,  a 
view that very few people are 
lucky enough to see.  Another 
climb was experienced a day 
later by a few campers whose 
kayak class had to be cancelled. 
They felt privileged to see the 
lake from the top. So next year 
when thereõs a chance to go to   
Thomasõ Rock, we hope you 
join us on the adventure! 

- Mr. Nick (DeVault)  

choiceó project where camp-
ers could work on anything 
we studied through out the 
week.  Rock painting turned 
out to be the most popular 
project in Art.  About 20 
campers went home with 
hand-painted rock necklaces, 
paper weights, and animals.   

What a great week at 
Camp Independence!   

- Miss Colleen (Maki) 

A variety of art classes 
were offered at Camp Inde-
pendence in 2011.  There was 
abstract painting to music, 
surrealism portraits, water 
colors and rock painting. 

Campers signed up to take 
classes through out the week, 
and many discovered that 
they had hidden talents.  Fri-
day capped it off with a òyour 

Evening of Bay Cliff Talent  

Art  

was shown that highlighted the 
skills being learned in photogra-
phy.  Finally the evening 
wrapped up with a poetry read-
ing, that gave everyone a smile.  
It was truly a spectacular night 
that will surly be remembered 
for years to come. 

- Mr. Benny (Carlson) 

The 2011 Talent Show was a 
fantastic showcase of amazing 
Camp Independence talent.  The 
auditorium filled with a crowd 
and buzzed with anticipation as 
the actors got ready for their 
skits.   Brittany and TJ were the 
MCs and provided entertain-
ment between acts.  We had a 
great array of comedians who 
brought laughter and smiles.  
The crowd was delighted by the 
variety of singers we had this 
year.  There was something for 
everyone.  An animation film 

Thomasõ Rock 
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Costume Dance 
Friday night featured the annual Camp Independence Costume 

Dance. Everyone put on their best costumes to tear up the dance 
floor.  We had Thing One and Thing Two, monsters, eggs, doc-
tors, and even Harry Potter and his crew from Hogwarts showed 
up to celebrate.  The evening was spent dancing and grooving to 
our favorite songs with our favorite people at our favorite place. - 

Mrs. Nicki (Bush)  



I couldn't believe it! I had been chosen 
to write an article for this newsletter! 
Normally I have a lot to say...sometimes 
too much, example? when the photogra-
phers just want to pick up a camera 
and have me say GO! Well, there are 
times when it just isn't that easy. 
Those are the times we have to find 
strength to just go on and that is a 
theme of my thoughts today. 

Camp Independence 2011 is 
closed for the season. As activity di-
rectors we strive to create an environ-
ment where you can be creative, be 
active, and sometimes just drink a cup 
of coffee. The result of our photogra-
phy "camp" became more about find-
ing a focus...the real thing of beauty 
sometimes lost in the complex view in 
front of us.  

Out the door and past the serpen-
tine sidewalk, a small red flower stood 
lit by a shaft of sunlight shining 
through an opening in the trees. The 
small red petals contrasted with a fore-
ground of grass and the landscape of 
green and white buildings. That is what 
we looked for and focused on this year 

in photography...one thing to find and 
express.  

Photography 2011 added a new piece 
of equipment worth mentioning. The 

Vello wireless shutter release allowed 
photographers to snap pictures when the 
digital camera was out of reach or the 
release button too small and difficult to 
find. The special camera required for the 
system featured a rotating viewfinder 
which allowed it to be mounted in more 
convenient locations. No matter where 
the camera was mounted, the wireless 
release allowed the shooter's hand to 

remain in a comfortable location while 
taking the picture. 

Aaron Andres, Nick Aho, and I will be 
creating an internet web link to share the 
latest information on choosing a camera 
and selecting adaptive equipment. Please 
visit www.vmpub.com or email dice-
man@dicevideo.com and I'll provide links 
to suppliers of the equipment we use in 
Photography 2011  
 

As far as finding more beautiful 
"flowers" in a field of green....We did it! 
 
- Mr. 
Mark 
(Dice)   

B-Big prizes, Big Laughs, Big Fun 

I - incredible campers 

N-numbers being called  

G-grand gamers 

Oð outstanding time 

Pool Highlights  

BINGO 

break from swimming, Michael Crow-
ley ventured into the Bay Cliff pool. 
Some spectators were slightly skepti-
cal about his performance.  Michael 
removed their suspicions by swim-
ming continuously for 
forty-five minutes. His 
endurance and determina-
tion were unstoppable...as 
always. Dave Erickson 
kept his title as the Bay 
Cliff pool "noodle king.ó 
He floated on top of fifteen
-plus noodles on Wednes-

day August 24th, 2011. The life-
guards believe he was able to 
handle that many noodles since 
he's always clowning around.  

 - Miss Sarah (Morrison)  

This week at Camp Independence, 
the Bay Cliff pool staff welcomed a 

new lifeguard, 
Marilyn Zawada 
(a.k.a. Bob). As a 
regular visitor to 
the pool & expert 
swimmer, she 
easily made the 
transition to life-
guard status. 
After a 10-month 

Photography  
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